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(i)    Recap the milestones and process between Annual 
Progress Review 1 and thesis submission using the PGR 
CoP introduced in August 2017

(ii) Map out PGR training opportunities onto this timeline

(iii) Look at the period between submission, viva and post-
viva – the intention is to demystify this part of your 
journey 

What are we doing today?



Some messages whilst we have you 
together……

If you teach or demonstrate during your PGR studies, you could 
do some additional training and consider making an application 
to the Higher Education academy for an Associate Fellowship. 
These accreditation schemes offer to the opportunity to 
demonstrate engagement in teaching and learning to future 
employers. See;

www.keele.ac.uk/academicdevelopment/learningteaching/post
graduateresearchersthatteach/

academicdevelopment@keele.ac.uk

http://www.keele.ac.uk/academicdevelopment/learningteaching/postgraduateresearchersthatteach/
mailto:academicdevelopment@keele.ac.uk


Prof David Amigoni
ProVC Research and Enterprise

Prof Paul Horrocks
PGR Strategic Lead and 
Chair of Research Degrees Committee

Dr Sam Hider
PGR Director
Faculty of Medicine and Health Sciences

Dr Shailesh Naire
PGR Director
Faculty of Natural Sciences

Prof Anthony Wrigley
PGR Director
Faculty of Humanities and Social SciencesLe

ad
er

sh
ip

 t
ea

m



Some messages whilst we have you 
together……

The ethos of links@keele is to foster interdisciplinary dialogue around 
research methods, innovation and imagination in approaches to high-
impact research 

The aim of links@keele is to promote a vibrant training environment for 
postgraduate research and stimulate innovative partnerships.

links@keele
Keele University’s research methods hub

• Provides specialist research methods courses for postgraduate students
•Promotes interdisciplinary and innovative developments in research methods 
• Stimulates and supports non-academic collaborations, widening participation and regional engagement. 
Key events of links@keele include Ethnography Tuesdays, Research Thursdays in each academic year, 
systematic literature review training, training events in quantitative methods in the social sciences of 
health.
• Advertises small funding opportunities to organise your own event around research methods (mostly in 
social sciences and humanities)



Why your research is so important to 
Keele University

• Research is key to Keele’s mission as a leading research-led institution: 97% of our 
research was deemed to be world-leading, or of international importance, in the 
REF 2014.

• Commitment to excellence in both research and education

• World-leading research in Health, Natural Sciences and Humanities and
Social Sciences

• Strong research culture and environment is essential – become a part of it, 
contribute to it

• Postgraduate research students and researchers are vital to creating a strong
research environment

• PGR students and increasing the PGR population is vital to our mission



What is a Research Culture?

A Keele PGR student’s story…

“I first came to Keele as an MA student and I stand by my first impressions: collegial, 
close and supportive. As a PhD student I enjoyed the benefits of working alongside my 
supervisor … as both a student and peer: I was offered encouragement and criticism 
whenever it was needed, and in turn we collaborated on research, events and 
publications. I was fortunate to teach on a variety of undergraduate modules, gaining 
valuable hands-on experience and a teaching qualification to boot. Colleagues in the 
School were always ready with advice, as were my fellow PhD students -- many a 
problem was teased out and solved over a jacket potato or 'door stop' sandwich at 
the KPA. Keele's postgraduate community really is second-to-none!

So my advice is to persevere, to realise that we all doubt ourselves sometimes, to 
remember the joys to be had in the pursuit of new ideas.”



Keele’s PGR Student Community in Oct 2019

Faculty Award MoA Status

MPhil

Prof Doc.

587 registered 
– with 16 more 
in next 4 weeks



What our PGR students say about Keele

Postgraduate Research Experience Survey, Advance HE

PRES 2017

(60% response)

PRES 2015

(54% response)

PRES 2019 (63% response) +2%

+3%

+4.8%



What our PGR students say about Keele

Prof. Dev.

82%

0
V ‘17

+3
V Glob.

Res. Skills

89%

0
V ‘17

+3
V Glob.

Res. Culture

67%

N/A
V ‘17

+4
V Glob.

Supervision

91%

+3
V ‘17

+5
V Glob.

Postgraduate Research Experience Survey, Advance HE

Responsibilities

80%

-1
V ‘17

+2
V Glob.

Progression

82%

0
V ‘17

+3
V Glob.

Resources

81%

0
V ‘17

0
V Glob.



Going Forward…

Keep us posted, and seek support if you do run into problems: 
we are here to support you.

Thank you for your support of our PGR 
community!


